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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cuftural Organization

certifies the inscription of

A Collection of Documents and Images of Karbala
Karbala Center for Studies and Researcll
Institution

Karbala Iraq
City Country

On
The Memory of the World Regional Register
For Asia/Pacific

Communication and
MOWCAP
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Convention for the Safeguarding
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage

Unted Natons 3
Socatonal, Soewicand 1 Cuitunal
CQunral Opanatir * Hertage

The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
has inscribed

&) -
orveision of services and /mg/)c'/a//{y (/////('11/7 the

L%Za& Cre viésitaliorn

on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
upon the proposal of Iraq

Inscription on this List contributes to ensuring better visibility of intangible cultural heritage
and of its signif and to ging dial that resp cultural dit

Date of inscription Director-General of UNESCO

12 Ofevember 2079
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The Blessed Arbaeen Pilgrimage and Its Pioneering Role in Supporting
Government Institutions (Schools as a Model)

Asst. Prof. Dr. Fares Hatem Al-Khazraji
Lecturer Jannat Yassin Rashid

Iraqi Ministry of Education / Directorate of Education in Holy Karbala

There is no doubt that the Arbaeen Pilgrimage is one of the largest and most
significant religious gatherings in the world. Millions of people from various
countries travel to Holy Karbala to commemorate the fortieth day after the
martyrdom of Imam Hussein (A.S.). who presented an unparalleled example
of sacrifice in pursuit of justice and truth. This mass pilgrimage is not merely
a religious ritual but a profound humanitarian and social movement with far-
reaching effects across multiple domains. making it a unique and pioneering

phenomenon in modern history.

The pioneering role of the Arbacen Pilgrimage extends across society.
the economy. culture. security. and organization. highlighting values such as
cooperation. solidarity. generosity. and volunteerism. During this event. spiritual

sentiments merge with collective action. as millions participate in providing free



services to pilgrims. whether through Husseini service processions (mawakib)
along the pilgrimage routes or through governmental efforts aimed at organizing

and ensuring the success of the pilgrimage.

Among the many contributions of this sacred pilgrimage. material and moral
support to government institutions stands out. Specifically. the use of schools by
Husseini service processions has revealed a significant role in rehabilitating and
maintaining school facilities that often suffer from neglect or deterioration. Many
of these processions allocate substantial funds to refurbish these facilities. aligning
with the humanitarian objectives of the Hussaini movement. This role positions
schools as an integral part of the social fabric surrounding the Arbaeen Pilgrimage.
reflecting the importance of education in building an aware. cohesive society based
on the principles of sacrifice.altruism.and commitment to genuine Islamic values.

This study aims to examine the key aspects of school rehabilitation and
maintenance efforts undertaken by service processions. ensuring their suitability
for use. The research relies on field studies of schools utilized during the Arbaeen
period and is further supported by survey analyses to highlight the study’s findings.

Pioneering role.humanitarian dimension. social fabric. collective

work. human values.
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The Philosophy of Immortality in the Husayni Renaissance

(The Arbaeen Pilgrimage as a Model)

M. Hanan Hussein Ne’ma

Asst. Prof. Dr. Intidhar Jawad Kazem
College of Islamic Sciences, University of Baghdad

The entire world has witnessed, through the ceremonies of the Arbaeen
pilgrimage, the greatness of Islam and its sublime and noble principles,
embodied in Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), whose uprising represents
the essence of freedom, humanity, justice, and revolution. Imam Hussein
(peace be upon him) and the Arbaeen pilgrimage have played a major role
in revealing the true image of Islam (Al-Badiri, 2023). One of the most
prominent manifestations of the immortality of religion is the Arbaeen
pilgrimage, which has contributed to introducing the divine teachings and
the illuminating principles of Islam through the path and approach adopted
by the infallible Imams (peace be upon them). God Almighty decreed that
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) would be the widest, clearest, and
closest path to the human conscience. In our research, we discussed the
forms of divine support for the Husayni cause and the manifestations of
victory granted to this blessed cause. We also explored the secrets behind
the immortality of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) and the Arbaeen
pilgrimage. Finally, we presented a set of conclusions that we reached at
the end of our humble study (Al-Khoei, From the Inspiration of Ashura,
1980, p. 23).

Philosophy of Immortality, Husayni Renaissance, Arbaeen
Pilgrimage.
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The Position of the Iraqi Political System Toward the Blessed
Arbaeen Pilgrimage (Before and After 2003)
Asst. Dr. Amir Ahmed Rahim
University of Babylon — College of Basic Education

The visit of the blessed forty is among the most important religious
rituals to follow Ahl al-Bayt (pbuh), because it is a remembrance of
calamities, and the remembrance of pain, captivity and the loss and
grievance of Ahl al-Bayt (pbuh) at the hands of the unjust authority and
hostile to the right, as it has been shown through history that the existing
governments have always had a position on the visit, some of them were
against and some of them were with visitors to the Holy Shrine and Holy
Karbala, so the research was interested in explaining the grievances of
following the Jaafari doctrine under the Baath Party system before the
fall of the tyrant In 2003, through irrefutable evidence, unpublished
documents and correspondence between the followers of the Baath
regime, confirming the prohibition of Iraqis and others in practicing their
religious rites, especially visiting the blessed Arbaeen.

After 2003 and the fall of the tyrant Saddam and the Baath Party
regime, the system of government changed to a democratic republican
representative of this politically, but in social terms there has become a
radical change in the policy of power towards the exercise of the people
for their religious rituals, in terms of visiting the blessed forty became
the state the biggest supporter of this visit provide everything the visitor
needs on foot to the holy Karbala of logistical services.

The research showed the vast difference in the treatment of governments
before and after 2003 with visitors to Imam Hussein (pbuh) during the season
of visiting the blessed forty, which confirms the injustice and oppression of
the dictatorial regime of the dissolved Baath Party regime, on the other hand,
the research shows the realistic treatment of governance after 2003 with those
who practice religious rituals, including visiting the blessed forty, and we note
the great interest by the government with visitors to the holy Karbala.

Visit of the Arbaeen, the Baathist regime, the Iraqis, the holy
city of Karbala.
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Eliminating waste in the blessed Ziyarat Al-arbaeen through waste
management practices

Lecturer.Dr.Ahmed Ibrahim Hussein Ali Al-Obaidi
Education and Scientific Research — Department of Missions and Cultural
Relations Baghdad

A holy city of Karbala still draws and attracts the attention of the
world to it, through the largest human gathering in the fortieth visit
of Imam Hussein, peace be upon him, as it raises the status of Iraq on
the international as well as regional arena, which means increasing the
turnout, from governments and peoples of the world, to Iraq, increasing
tourists and demand for products and services, increasing economic
activity, providing job opportunities and reducing unemployment rates
in it. There were conflicting opinions about the economic importance of
the human gathering in the fortieth visit, while some see it as having a
positive impact on the Iraqi economy, others do not, and each has its own
analysis, conclusions and arguments. Between this and that, it can be said
that the human gathering in the fortieth visit, is an economic resource
(constituent) similar to oil that has a negative impact on the economy
if it lacks proper employment, and its impact is positive if it is properly
employed. A researcher tries to focus on the economic and environmental
goals of the fortieth visit of Imam Hussein bin Ali (peace be upon them),
including the elimination of waste, which has become an international
day since December 14, 2022, as the United Nations General Assembly
adopted a resolution at its seventy-seventh session to declare March 30
as the International Day for the Elimination of Waste, and to celebrate
it annually. Turkey, along with 105 other countries, has tabled the draft
resolution, which follows other resolutions focused on waste, including
the resolution entitled Eliminating Plastic Pollution: Towards a Legally
Binding International Instrument, adopted by the UN Environment
Assembly. Households, small businesses and public service providers
generate between 2.1 billion and 2.3 billion tons of municipal solid waste



each year — from packaging and electrical and electronic equipment
to plastics and food materials. However, waste management services
worldwide are ill-equipped to deal with the current situation, with 2.7
billion people lacking access to solid waste collection, and only 6162-
percent of municipal solid waste is managed in controlled facilities in
various countries including Iraq.

: waste, visiting forty, waste management practices.
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The Legal and Ethical Aspects of the Arbaeen Pilgrimage

An Analytical Study
Asst.Dr. Ali Abdul Adheem Hadi Al-Khagani
Ministry of Education — Najaf Education Directorate

God Almighty has prepared for the visitor of the Imams of the
Household of the Prophet (peace be upon them) - in general - a high status
and a noble position in this world and the hereafter. The visit to Imam
Hussein (peace be upon him), in particular, holds the greatest share of
these benefits. Many hadiths indicate that visiting him (peace be upon
him) bestows countless benefits, qualities, and honors upon the visitor,
one of which is that it is equivalent to a Hajj and Umrah. Naturally, the
pilgrim enjoys prestige in this world and forgiveness in the hereafter.

In this research, we addressed the following issues:

First: An important issue, upon which the visitor relies to gain the
benefits prepared for him by God Almighty, namely: Visiting him (peace
be upon him) with knowledge. This knowledge requires a comprehensive
understanding of the goals and results of the Imam’s (peace be upon
him) revolution through an understanding of his (peace be upon him)
methodology, which aimed to correct the deviant path of the Islamic nation.
The features of this methodology become more apparent when compared
to the methodology of the ruler in power at the time - the methodology of
Yazid ibn Mu’awiyah.

Second: Explaining the nature of Imam Hussein’s (peace be upon
him) approach, which is inclusive and universal for all people, without
discrimination based on sect, denomination, or even religion.

Third: The research addressed the most important legal and ethical
aspects that the visitor to Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) possesses
or acquires during the Arbaeen pilgrimage, which renews the sorrows
of Hussein’s family and household after their return from captivity. The
visitor is accompanied by many stations that represent legal and ethical
obligations mandated by Islamic law.

: (Arbaeen pilgrimage, Imam Hussein’s approach, legal
etiquette, noble morals).
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The best place to begin is the Holy Qur’an
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The Semiotics of the Emotion of Love in the Arbaeen Pilgrimage

A Study in Light of the Semiotics of Emotions

Asst.Dr.Taher Bavi
shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
Prof.Dr.Rasoul Balavi

shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran

The semiotics of emotions focuses on analyzing how feelings are
represented and embodied through symbols and signs in literary texts and
various cultural contexts. This theory examines the role of signs in conveying
human emotions and the recipient’s response to these signals at the levels
of perception and sentiment. This methodology also provides a deeper
understanding of how emotional messages influence the audience and how
their interpretations vary based on their cultural backgrounds and personal
experiences. The Arbaeen pilgrimage of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him)
is one of the most prominent emotional and spiritual manifestations in Shiite
culture, reflecting profound feelings of love, loyalty, and sacrifice. These
emotions can be analyzed from a semiotic perspective to understand how
they are constructed and symbolized within religious and social discourse.
Using a descriptive-analytical approach, this study aims to analyze the
emotion of love in the text of the Arbaeen pilgrimage from a semiotic
perspective and to understand how this emotion is shaped as a semiotic sign
carrying spiritual and social connotations. The study finds that the emotion
of love appears as a complex sentiment composed of multiple feelings, such
as joy and sorrow, where love transforms into a force of resistance against
oppression. The pilgrim expresses dissociation from the enemies of Imam
Hussein (peace be upon him) and prays against them, reflecting that love is
not merely an emotional sentiment but also a moral and political stance that
embodies commitment to spiritual values and human principles.

: Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), Semiotics of Emotions,
Love, Hatred, Arbaeen Pilgrimage.
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Offering Programs for Managing the Million-Pilgrim Crowdsduring
the Arbaeen Pilgrimage (The Leaders Program as a Model)
Assoc. Prof. Dr. Wafaa Kazem Jabbar

Ms. Sayyida Nada Shah Mohammadi
Imam Jaafar Al-Sadiq University — Al-Muthanna Branch

The Holy Hussainiya Shrine is uniquely honored to serve Aba
Abdullah, Imam Hussain (peace be upon him), while also collaborating
with other shrines in serving the visitors of Arba’een. It serves millions of
pilgrims, as the Arba’een visitation is one of the largest global religious

gatherings ever recorded in the history of international religious events.

The British newspaper The Independent emphasized in a report that
the Arba’een visitation is an unparalleled religious event worldwide,
with participant crowds exceeding five times the number of pilgrims
during Hajj—which itself gathers Muslims from all over the world as
areligious obligation.

The newspaper also noted that the Arba’een visitation has been

registered in the Guinness World Records.

On the other hand, a report by Radio Austin Europe described the
million-person Arba’een procession as the largest religious march in the
world, with participation exceeding 20 million people from more than 80
countries. (Al-Khabariya, 2016).

Managing million-person crowds is a broader concept than merely
providing health services, transportation, accommodation, or food. It
incorporates psychological and social considerations, expanding and

evolving to include the development of a conscious human being.



Accordingly, the Holy Hussainiya Shrine has established specialized
service centers to care for people’s psychological well-being, creating
counseling centers dedicated to educational guidance and family
psychological counseling.

It has also established personal development centers to nurture
individuals who, alongside scientific progress, embody humanistic
values in line with the teachings of Imam Hussain (peace be upon him).

Thus, the research is divided into several sections, including:

-Section One:The theoretical framework of the research concepts,

divided into two parts:
Part One: Understanding the concept of the Arba’een visitation.

Part Two: Understanding the concept of million-person crowd

management.
-Section Two: Also divided into two parts:

Part One: An overview of the Family Guidance and Psychological

Counseling Centers affiliated with the Holy Hussainiya Shrine.

Part Two: An examination of the developmental programs carried
out by the Family Counseling Center in Najaf Al-Ashraf for leadership

development.

:Arba’een Visitation, Million-Person Crowds, Leadership

Development Program.
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The Iraqi National Security and Its Relationship with the Arbaeen
Pilgrimage Amid Regional and International Developments

Dr. Khalid Abdul-Ghaffar Al-Bayati
Al-Nahrain Center for Strategic Studies
Asst Lect. Ahmed Mzahim

The Arbaeen pilgrimage is considered one of the most significant
religious events in Iraq, attracting millions of pilgrims from within and
outside the country. This makes it a multi-dimensional event—security-
wise, economically, and politically. Amidst rapidly evolving regional and
international dynamics, a key question emerges: To what extent does the
Arbaeen pilgrimage affect Iraq’s national security, and what risks does the
state face in managing this massive annual event—especially under the

weight of security threats and external interventions?

This research aims to examine the impact of the Arbaeen pilgrimage
on Iraqi national security and to analyze the regional and international
factors that influence it—whether in the security, economic, or political
domains. The study also seeks to present an integrated vision on how to

enhance Iraq’s national security during this event, proposing policies and



measures to balance the freedom of religious practice with the requirements
of security and stability. The central research problem revolves around
understanding how this occasion influences Iraq’s national security in
light of current regional and international conditions, as well as identifying

effective management mechanisms to ensure stability.

Theresearch adopts a descriptive methodology, collecting and analyzing
available data on the Arbaeen pilgrimage and its multiple impacts. It also
employs theoretical frameworks related to national security to understand

the nature of the challenges Iraq faces during Arbaeen.

The study addresses the concept of Iraqi national security and its various
dimensions, highlighting the importance of confronting economic, social,
and political challenges. It also explores the religious and social significance
of the Arbaeen pilgrimage by analyzing its historical roots and its role
in reinforcing identity and social cohesion. Furthermore, the study sheds
light on the security challenges Iraq faces during the pilgrimage period,
including terrorist threats, foreign interference, and human overcrowding,
and it reviews the Iraqi government’s efforts to manage these risks through

security coordination and the enhancement of security infrastructure.

In addition, the research discusses the economic and political aspects
of the pilgrimage. On the economic side, the event boosts demand for
goods and services and creates temporary job opportunities, positively
impacting economic activity. Politically, the pilgrimage draws regional and
international attention, with some regional powers seeking to exploit it for
political gains. This underscores the need to adopt balanced policies that
preserve Iraq’s sovereignty and stability. The research also examines the

effects of regional and international changes on Iraq during the pilgrimage,



including political interference and economic sanctions, and how these

factors influence the state’s ability to effectively manage the event.

The research concludes that while the Arbaeen pilgrimage holds
profound religious and social importance, it also presents a major
challenge to Iraq’s national security. It requires a comprehensive strategy
to ensure it is managed in a way that promotes stability and prevents its
exploitation by regional and international actors or armed groups. Through
the development of an advanced security policy, enhanced coordination
among security agencies, and the use of modern technologies in crowd
management, Iraq can achieve a balance between protecting its national
security and ensuring the freedom of religious practice. The study also
recommends formulating developmental policies that leverage the
pilgrimage to support the local economy and strengthen Iraq’s foreign

relations in a way that serves its national interests.

In conclusion, the Arbaeen pilgrimage remains a pivotal event that
demands a comprehensive strategy to ensure Iraq’s stability. With the
adoption of robust security and economic policies, the Iraqi government
can enhance national security and leverage the pilgrimage to elevate Iraq’s

regional and international standing.

Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Iraqi National Security, Regional and
International Interventions, Management of Religious Crowds, Political

and Security Stability.
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Enhancing the Participation of Persons with Disabilities in
the Arbaeen Pilgrimage: An Analysis of Economic and Social
Challenges and Opportunities

Dr.Hussein Bassem Mohommad Al-Saadi
.Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
Dr.Mustafa Saad Mahdi Darb

Ministry of Finance, Industrial Bank Branch

People with disabilities face economic and social challenges that limit
their full and effective participation in society, including major religious
events such as the Arbaeen visit in Karbala, the research sheds light on the
challenges they face and analyzes opportunities to promote their inclusion
and participation during and after the visit, which is one of the largest
annual human gatherings in the world.

:Arbaeen Pilgrimage, People with Disabilities, Economic
and Social Opportunities for People with Disabilities.
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Designing a national branding pattern for the Arbaeen Pilgrimage Walk

Dr. Naeem Sharafat

Assistant Professor of Imam Khomeini International University

This study aims to develop a theoretical and analytical framework to
interpret the concept of nation branding and its symbolic imagery through a
case study of the Arbaeen Pilgrimage—known locally as Al-Mashaya—as a
distinctive national brand of the Republic of Iraq. The Arbaeen pilgrimage is
considered one of the largest annual religious and cultural gatherings in the
world, attracting nearly 25 million participants from diverse nationalities and
faiths. The central hypothesis of this research is that Iraq’s cultural policy and
global image can be effectively enhanced by formulating a comprehensive
national brand based on the Arbaeen pilgrimage, as it embodies deeply rooted
spiritual, national, and human values. The study addresses two core questions:
First, what is the most appropriate theoretical model for promoting the identity
of the Arbaeen pilgrimage as a national brand? Second, what indicators and
variables should be taken into account in constructing this brand at both local
and global levels? The research follows a qualitative and applied methodology
grounded in Grounded Theory, with data collected through in-depth interviews
with a purposive snowball sample of 12 experts in the fields of nation branding
and the Arbaeen pilgrimage. The open coding process resulted in the extraction
of 125 symbolic concepts, which were grouped into 32 thematic dimensions
and then synthesized into five key pillars of the national brand: Collaborative,
Ethical, Sustainable, Digital, and Smart.Findings highlight that national self-
confidence is the most critical causal factor in shaping the national brand of
Arbaeen. This requires strategic symbolic campaigns that leverage national
identity, engage elites, influencers, media platforms, and digital technologies
(such as VR and Al), and promote environmentally and socially sustainable
practices. The study recommends adopting a holistic approach that emphasizes
emotional and behavioral management, while marketing Iraq’s cultural and
spiritual identity in a way that reimagines its global image through the lens of
the Arbaeen movement.

Nation Branding, Arbaeen Pilgrimage, Cultural Policy,
Iraqi Identity, Symbolic Marketing, National Self-Confidence, Iraq.
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A Jurisprudential Study of the Evidences Permitting Women’s
Visitation and Participation in the Arbaeen Pilgrimage.

Dr. Nasrin Fattahi
Maaref Group, College of Arts, Lorestan University, Iran
Dr. Seyed Morteza Mirtabar
Researcher at the Institute for Cultural and Social Governance Studies,
affiliated with the Institute for Security and Progress Studies, Tehran, Iran
Dr. Mohammad Bagqir Sadeqi
Faculty Member at the Institute of Higher Education for Ethics and Education,

Qom, Iran

Women’s participation in the Arba’een visitation has been discussed from
a jurisprudential perspective, but it has not yet received significant attention.
Therefore, this article seeks to answer the following question: What evidence
have jurists relied on to permit women’s participation in the Hussaini Arba’een
procession? To answer this question, the reasons for permitting participation
in the Arba’een procession to visit the shrine of Imam Hussain (AS) were
examined. It has been established that women’s participation in the Hussaini
Arba’een procession is not only permissible but also virtuous for women.

The emphasis, encouragement, and motivation to visit the graves of the
Imams (AS), the righteous, and religious scholars—to establish spiritual
communication with them and preserve religion and belief—are achieved
through visitation. By visiting the shrine of the Infallible Imam, Muslims
reaffirm their allegiance to him. Thus, their holy shrines always serve
as a base and safe refuge for lovers and followers, and as a school for
humanizing those seeking the path of knowledge.

Imami jurists, as well as Sunni scholars, have affirmed that women’s
participation in the Arba’een visitation is not only permissible but also preferable
and virtuous. Methodologically, this research adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach using reliable sources from both Sunni and Imami Shi’a traditions.
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